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2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION OFFICIALL BEGINS! 

The 2023 Florida Legislative Session officially kicked off on Tuesday, with opening addresses from the House Speaker, Senate President 

and a “state of the state” address from the Governor. These speeches typically set the tone for the next 59 days of the session. Senate 

President Kathleen Passidomo’s remarks were decidedly optimistic, as she quoted Winston Churchill with, “These are not dark days, 

these are great days….and we must all thank God that we have been allowed, each of us, according to our stations, to play a part in 

making these days memorable in the history of our race.” Passidomo’s legislative priorities this year include development of the Florida 

Wildlife Corridor and a comprehensive package to create more affordable housing options for middle and low-income earners. 
 

House Speaker Paul Renner also pledged to address the shortage of affordable housing – as well as general inflation and the rising costs 

of property insurance. He touched on some of the cultural issues that have recently divided Democrats and Republicans – but also made 

a strong plea for bipartisan collaboration, civility and mutual respect as the session unfolds. Governor Ron DeSantis used his fifth “State of 

the State” address to highlight the successes of his first term, noting that, “together we have made Florida the nation’s most desired 

destination and we have produced historic results”. Vowing to maintain his focus on freedom and conservative values over the next year, 

he concluded his remarks by promising, “you ain’t seen nothin’ yet”. 
 

“TRANSITION SUCCESS NETWORK” FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES  
Rep. Allison Tant (D-Tallahassee) and Sen. Shevrin Jones (D-Miami) filed bills (HB 1531 and SB 1694) to create a multi-agency 

“Transition Success Network” of public and private entities - at the state and local levels – charged with informing students with 

developmental disabilities and their families about the programs, supports and services available to help them transition successfully from 

K-12 education to post-secondary education, skill development or meaningful day activities. The bills assign APD as the lead agency for 

the network, in coordination with VR, CareerSource Florida, the Able Trust and additional entities, such as the DD Council, local chambers 

of commerce and nonprofit organizations – which could include CILs. The bills have not yet been heard in committee. 
 

BILLS EXTENDS PARENT’S ROLE IN ADULT EDUCATION DECISIONS  
HB 19 by Rep. Allison Tant (D-Tallahassee) and SB 636 by Sen. Corey Simon (R-Tallahassee) amend current law to require school 

districts to include information and instruction about self-determination and students’ and parents’ legal rights and responsibilities related 

to education in a student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) after the student turns 18. The information must include mechanisms for 

parents to remain involved in their student’s educational decision-making, including options such as guardianship and powers of attorney. 

HB 19 cleared its final committee on Wednesday and SB 636 was passed unanimously by the Senate Education committee.  
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING BILLS ADVANCE 

The “Live Local Act” – SB 102 by Sen. Alexis Catalyus (R-Miami) – was passed unanimously by the full Senate on Wednesday. The bill 

provides numerous incentives to increase the supply of affordable housing in local communities where workers struggle to pay the rent. 

The bill also fully funds the SHIP (State Housing Incentives Partnership) program, through which local governments can fund down 

payment assistance, home modifications and home repairs for low-income residents. SHIP funds can be a vital resource for persons with 

disabilities in need of home repairs or accessibility modifications to safely remain in their communities. The House companion – HB 627 

by Rep. Demi Busatta-Carrera – was approved by the House State Affairs Committee and goes next to Ways and Means.  

VALUING THE INVALUABLE  

According to “Valuing the Invaluable” - a new report from AARP - Florida caregivers provided $40 billion in unpaid health care in 2021, a 

$9 billion increase from 2019. Nationally, 38 million caregivers provided an average of 18 hours of care per week amounting to roughly 

$600 billion in unpaid care. Florida ranks third behind California ($81 billion) and Texas ($41 billion) when it comes to unpaid caregivers. 

These statistics underscore the important role of FACIL’s JPPAS program in offsetting the financial burden of personal care assistance 

borne by many working Floridians with disabilities. 
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